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AORA STUDENT RESEARCH AWARDS 

 

 

NOMINATION GUIDELINES 

The Australian Organic Recycling Association (AORA) is seeking nominations for the AORA Student 
Research Awards for Advancing Organics Recycling.  

The Awards are open to postgraduate students at Honours, Masters and PhD level enrolled at an Australian 
or New Zealand university, who have carried out postgraduate work that advances organics recycling 
activities and supply chains, and who have finalised their Honours, Masters or PhD degree between 1 
January and 31 December 2019. Research considered for an award may apply to any stage of the supply 
chains of source separated urban derived organic materials, food and fibre processing residues, biosolids, 
and also agricultural residues such as animal manures and mortalities. 

Nominations for the awards are open until 3 January 2020. 

 

THE AWARDS 

The AORA Student Research Awards offer the following to successful entrants:  

 Honours:  $2,000 

 Masters:  $4,000 

 PhD:  $6,000 

 All winners will have summaries of their research published in the AORA digital journal. 

 All winners will be invited to present their research at the AORA Annual Conference, with travel and 
accommodation expenses of up to $1,000 paid. 

 

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR NOMINATION 

Nomination for the Awards must be submitted on the specified nomination form and sent to j.biala@uq.edu.au 

by 3 January 2020. 

Nominees for each of the three student categories (Honours, Masters, PhD) will initially have to submit 

abstracts of up to two pages (Times New Roman, 12 pt., single line). Of the received nominations, three 

abstracts will be selected for each student category, the authors of which will be asked to submit summary 

papers (Times New Roman 12 pt., single line) of 

 up to 6 pages for Honours Student Projects, 

 up to 8 pages for Masters Student Projects, 

 up to 10 pages for PhD Student Projects. 

 

 

https://agriculture.uq.edu.au/crown
mailto:j.biala@uq.edu.au
https://www.aora.org.au/
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

Nominees must:  

 have successfully completed postgraduate work that advances organics recycling activities, organics 

recycling supply chains, the Circular Economy for Organics, or similar 

 have been awarded their Honours, Masters or PhD degree between 1 Jan and 31 Dec 2019 

 provide a completed AORA Student Research Awards nomination form  

 demonstrate that their research has advanced scientific knowledge 

 demonstrate that their research has or will contribute to innovation and facilitate the adoption of new 

and innovative approaches, methodologies and techniques in organics recycling and re-use supply 

chains 

 demonstrate that their research has or will effect practical changes in organics recycling, processing, 

or the beneficial use of recycled organic products  

 be prepared to present their research results at the AORA Annual Conference 

The nomination must be supported by at least one of the student’s supervisors.   

 

TIMELINES 

3 Jan ‘20 Deadline for submission of abstracts 

31 Jan ‘20 First round selection of candidates completed 

4 Feb ‘20 Successful candidates notified; invitation for submission of short paper 

25 Feb ‘20 Deadline for submissions of short papers 

13 March ‘20 Selection of winners for each student category completed 

17 March ‘20 Authors of short papers notified of outcome of selection process 

20 March ‘20 Feedback from winners re acceptance of price and willingness to present at AORA 

Annual Conference in Newcastle 

1-3 April ‘20 AORA Annual Conference, presentation of winning research project in each student 

category, awards ceremony for three winners 

 

SELECTION PROCESS 

A judging panel comprising representatives of AORA, Komptech, the organics recycling and agricultural 

industries, local and state government bodies and academia will consider all nominations for the AORA 

Student Research Awards. The panel may elect not to select a recipient for one or more award categories in 

a particular year. Lobbying of panel members by nominees or their supporters may result in disqualification. 

The decision of the selection panel is final and no appeals will be accepted. 
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AWARD PRESENTATION 

The Award will be presented to the winners during the AORA Annual Conference in Newcastle, which will be 

held between April 1st and 3rd, 2020. 

 

THE WINNERS AGREE TO THE FOLLOWING 

 All winners are expected to attend the 2020 AORA Annual Conference in Newcastle (1 – 3 April 

2020) for at least two days and present their research findings in a 20 minute presentation.  

 All winners have to prepare a summary (500 words) of their research for publication in the AORA 

digital journal and on the AORA, Komptech and CROWN websites.  

 Winners are responsible for making their own travel and accommodation arrangements. Incurred 

expenses of up to $1,000 will be reimbursed after the awards ceremony. 

 

AWARD SPONSOR 

 

 

MANAGEMENT AND OVERSIGHT 

 

Johannes Biala,  

Director, Centre for Recycling of Organic Waste and Nutrients 

The University of Queensland 

Ph: 0409 062 613, Email: j.biala@uq.edu.au 
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https://elbquip.com/komptech-3/
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