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About Emmanuel Monyo

Dr Emmanuel S. Monyo is an agricultural development specialist with extensive
experience in seed systems, plant breeding, and the scaling of improved crop
technologies for smallholder farmers across Africa and South Asia. He is the Managing
Director and Founder of ALSSEM Company Limited, based in Arusha, Tanzania, where
he supports initiatives aimed at improving access to affordable, quality seed for farming
communities. His work is grounded in the conviction that strengthening seed systems is
essential to raising national agricultural productivity, enhancing food security, and
supporting broader economic development.

Before founding ALSSEM Company Limited, Dr Monyo served for more than 28 years
with the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT),
including as Principal Scientist and Coordinator and Project Manager of Tropical
Legumes lll. During his tenure, he contributed significantly to the development and
deployment of improved cereal and legume technologies desighed to deliver stable
yields and food safety under the realities of smallholder farming, including low-input
systems, drought-prone environments, and limited cash and labour resources.

Dr Monyo is widely recognized for building multidisciplinary partnerships, advancing
innovative seed supply models, and promoting regional approaches to agricultural
development. He played a leading role in generating the scientific basis for the
harmonization of seed rules and regulations within the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) and the East African Community (EAC), contributing to protocols for
regional variety release. His published work on improving the efficiency of crop breeding
programs through region-based approaches has informed policy and practice across
multiple countries.

From 2007 to 2016, Dr Monyo led the ICRISAT Seed Systems Research team while
managing the Tropical Legumes lll partnership, which brought together three CGIAR
centres—CIAT, ICRISAT, and lITA—and partners in eight countries across Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia to improve the production and productivity of groundnut, cowpea,
common bean, and chickpea. In this role, he supported national agricultural programs
in countries including Nigeria, Ghana, Burkina Faso, Mali, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Uganda,
and India to develop crop variety breeding improvement plans and strengthen early
generation seed sufficiency using the Breeding Program Assessment Tool (BPAT).
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Dr Monyo holds both an MSc and a PhD in Genetics and Plant Breeding from Purdue
University, USA.
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