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About Yilma Kebede

Yilma Kebede is currently an independent research advisor serving as a team member
on the University of Queensland led Breeding Program Assessment of CG and NARS.

During the past 6 years he was a governing board member and Program Committee
chair of the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT).
Previously, as a Senior Program Officer on the R&D team in Agricultural Development at
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, he funded and managed multi-million-dollar
grants on small grains crop improvement, seed systems and African agricultural
development portfolios. Yilma has extensive experience in crop improvement research
both in the private and public sector. During his long tenure with DuPont-
Pioneer/Corteva he served as trials coordinator for sub-Saharan Africa and later served
as a research coordinator/scientist for the company and managed sorghum research in
USA, India, Mexico, and Australia. Prior to joining DuPont-Pioneer, he was with EIAR
(Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural Research) as research team leader, research center
manager, and played a lead role in the eastern Africa regional research programs in
priority setting and facilitating support for national research systems. Yilma obtained his
Ph.D. from Texas A&M University in plant breeding and genetics and did post graduate
work at Purdue University as a Fulbright Scholar.
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