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About Joshua Cobb

Joshua Cobb is a plant breeder and quantitative geneticist who specializes in the
design, transformation, and optimization of large-scale breeding systems. As Director of
Global Breeding Transformation at RiceTec, he integrates breeding strategy, data
systems, and analytical methods to drive consistent and predictable product
outcomes. His work centers on the practical integration of genomics, breeding
analytics, and quantitative genetics within operational pipelines, ensuring that
solutions are both scientifically sound and workable for breeding teams operating at
scale.

His perspective is built on deep experience across commercial industry and
international public research, including roles at RiceTec, DuPont Pioneer, and the
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI). In these capacities, he's contributed to the
development and acceleration of breeding programs across Asia, Africa, and the
Americas. He has served as a BPAT assessor since 2023, evaluating breeding programs
across multiple crops and advising on program design, efficiency, and organizational
structure. He aspires to inform a practical, systems-level perspective on genetic
improvement in order to help breeding programs cut through operational complexity
and pinpoint exactly where methodological shifts will yield the highest genetic returns.
He maintains a close connection to the broader scientific community through ongoing
research collaborations, mentorship, and editorial service.
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