
Fig wasp 
lifecycle

Female flower

Immature male flower

Ostiole

Peduncle

Egg deposited in female flower

Pollinated female flower

Female fig wasp locates unripe figs

Female fig wasp enters through 
ostiole at end of fig, losing
antennae and wings as she squeezes
through small hole Female fig wasp deposits eggs and

brushes off pollen onto some of the 
female flowers inside the fig

Presence of fig wasp eggs change female
flowers into galls and eggs hatch into larvae

Non pollinating fig wasp depositing 
egg from outside of fig

Developing fig wasp larva in gall

Developing fig seed

Male fig wasps mature to
adults and emerge first
to fertilise female wasp
larvae

Male fig wasps chew holes in fig for 
females to emerge through

Mature male flowers present pollen that
sticks to female wasps as they emerge

Mature fig seeds
ready to be dispersed
when ripe fig is eaten 
by other organisms

Mature female wasps containing
fertilised eggs emerge from galls

Female wasps coated in pollen emerge
from holes created by males and fly off 
to find new figs
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