The Nearch for Splendid

H. was ano{her warm d(lg, and “’IC sun beamed down oh an Afro’(ropical woodland

where it me{, amongs’( many other organisms, a small Red-Leaved Fig tree.

You'd be Forgiven for not -
immedia{elg recognising it as a Fig ot e ar _
tree as it was smaller and e '.5, A )
shrubbier than its better-known %

rela’tives, especia“g since it was growing out

From be{ween H\e many YOCkS on J(he ridge

where it lived1



From one of its small ge“owg Figs, a J(ing dark wasp
with pockets full of pollen emerged through one of

“\e doors her older bro’(hers hdd CGYCFU“g madem.

“Remember to trust your ins{inc{s, Aria - it may

take a whi[e, but when you find the perFecJ( hew

home, gou’“ know~ called her brother from within.




Yes, yes, alrigh{! I'm leaving now!” and with that, Aria, like her many sisters
before her, opened her membranous wings and took of f, leaving the onlg home

she’d ever known.




H wasn'{ long before she came across ano“\er Flg J(ree.

Well, that was easy,

she thought to herself,
so much for it J(aking a while.
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However, as she Y ‘f, o < _ - "
goJ( closer, \ \ N, . e
something didnt 0
feel righ’( - or rather, : :
something didn’t smell Aria, using her antennae
righ{ and their three rows of

sensory hairs, had picked up

the chemicals released by the
k Natal Fig's enclosed flowers™”.
\




She was deba’(ing thj( J(O dO when she

overheard two voices coming from one of the

tree’s smoo{h, green Figs1.

As she approached, she found two wasps

arguing bg the door“.

‘I don’t care if you found it firsjt, Bergi
- this Fig is MINE! Go find a Coral Fig or

any OF J(hose o{hers you like!”

ge“ed one OF “\e {WO wedge‘Faced

wasps with long oviposi{orsu.




“Don't be ridicu[ous, Elisa - look how well my head fits!
Whg don't you go find a Burke's Fig?”
retorted the other with a sligh“g shorter headu’?.

“My head -
began Llisa before
Aria decided she’'d




“[XCUSC me? Whg are you bo“\ Figh’(ing?” she asked as she landed on J(he s{range

fig and approached the even stranger wasps.

“NOT YOU A§ WELL”

complained Llisa. “Yes, look we know it smells splendid but -

Bergi began, before she too was
in{errup{ed bg Aria (eviden“g, she
was not the most pa{ien{ of Fig

)2,4,6
wasps .

11
~edd "
and

W \ “Sp[endid? There's no{hing notable about

it]” she exc[aimed, antennae thi’(chingq'6.



The other two looked at her bewildered but clearly relieved to not have more
compe{i{ion. Theg aJ(J(empJ(ed to resume their argumen{, but Aria continued:

“Plus, whg can 't you jusjt share? Look,
there's another Fig righ{ there”

The two s{opped in their tracks
and turned their quijte odd-
looking heads slowlg back to

face Aria.




“Share?”
“\eg both said [ooking to each other.

“\n/e“, ‘ quess ‘ don’{ rea“g wanjt {0

look any Fur“ler =" “- and so many of the other trees are
started Llisa, y alreadg fu“g occupied”
() /0) ’Ffd;é finished Bergiz.
With this, they both shot Aria a | could have never gotten through that
sheepish look before squeezing weirdlg shaped door,

through the doors of the
. . 16
adjacent Figs™. thankFully, they had those

J(houghjt Aria as she wa“(ed P(IS{'. one,

Q bizarre faces”.
"'.f:,,.%(_/




She con{empla{ed this as she absen{mindedlg continued her search. She flew

pas’( several species of Fig, none of which smelled ‘splendid’, including a Peter’s

Fig and Lowveld Fig at which she swore she saw the same waspu.
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Evergone seems {O have (1“ H\ese OP{iOHS, and ‘ /
can't even find a single fig that Feels right, "™ suhdjenlj
she thought dejectedly, s overwietme
be | “z / with a powerful
mag e 1 hever wilt . / fee“ng.

— /
NS Her antennae

/ \ twitched.
\ \ /

\ Some’(hing smelled

= splendi\dq.f
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“= She followed the scent to a nearhg tree
she hadn’t no{iced1..— \

Sy,

It was qui{e large with a spreading

»

canopy of red-tinted /. = " ,‘ Lo ‘

l ,
B8 At 38 /
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It didn’t rea“g l'ook Familiar,
but it smelled like

home




As she landed on one of its more

familiar fruits her J(ing brain

hummed.

Approaching the door, she found it a
dif ferent shape to the ones she'd seen

earlier, and as she went to enter, her

head fit in it like a
keg in a lock"’.




It was still enough of a squeeze that she

had to leave her wings and antennae behind,

but she didn’t mind'

Perfect.

When she reached the
room inside, she found

what looked like

dozens OF sma“

Flowers'.



And it was here that she lived out the rest
of her life, deposi{ing po“en and her own

diminutive eqqgs into the flowers.

She hoped each of them would find their

own homes one day.



(redits

Platyscapa soraria Aria
Elisabethiella stuckenbergi Bergi
Elisabethiella socotrensis tlisa
Alfonsiella binghami Wasp on Peter's & Lowveld Fig
Ficus ingens Red-Leaved Fig
Ficus natalensis natalensis Natal Fig
Ficus lingua Coral kg
Ficus burkei Burke's Fig
Ficus pefersii Peter's Hig
Ficus stuhlmannii Lowveld Fig
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